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Tel: 01890 860675│Mobile: 07710 786145 │E-mail: garymillersongs@ntlworld.com


► PROFILE (condensed version) 
My entire working life has been dedicated to promoting local history, heritage & culture through music & creative arts. I am a qualified professional freelance community creative writing & music practitioner & leader, with 20 years broad international music industry experience as an accomplished songwriter, performer, recording artist, record label owner, agent, manager & tutor, aswell as singer, guitar & mandolin player. With a passionate belief that everyone is capable of creativity, my community work is universal & includes all ages from 5 to 90+. I use music & song, particularly Traditional & Music Hall styles, alongside my passion for local history, culture, people, places & events, as tools to inspire creative writing from memories, personal experiences, anecdotes & regional knowledge, through both individual & group participation. My varied community projects have included much cross-arts collaboration, including poetry, drama, dance & puppetry.

► MUSIC & PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT COURSES & QUALIFICATIONS COMPLETED
2006-2007 - Numerous community-based training initiatives with HumberSound, Hull

2005 - 'Get Creative' training for Youth workers/practitioners, Arts Action York
2005 - ‘Survival Skills for Artists and Creative Practitioners’ course, CIDA, Huddersfield

2005 - ‘Sound Sense Network Gathering’ course, The Sage, Gateshead

2005 - ‘Yellow Brick Road’, music facilitators’ personal development course, Firebird Trust, Lincolnshire
2004-05 - Community Musician’s Coach Mentoring Programme, Firebird Trust, North Lincolnshire
2004 - Music4U Community Music Practitioners 12-month course, Humber Region Youth Action Zone

2004 - ‘Creative Skills For Success’ personal & career development in the creative industries course, CIDA

2004 - ‘Making Sense of Evaluation’, Sound Sense, Leeds

2002 - ‘Folk Goes To School’, teaching Folk Music in schools course, Folkworks, Durham City
► SELECTED FREELANCE WORKSHOPS / PROJECTS  
2005-2007 

· Part-time Music Tutor at York College
2007

· ‘Memories of The War Years’ – Bretgate Community Centre, York
2006

· ‘Memories In Song’ - Creative writing workshops, Age Concern, York

· ‘Family Matters’ - Creative writing project using the concept of family as inspiration 

2005

· ‘Memories In Song’ - Project Manager & workshop leader, Age Concern, Hull

· ‘Walmgate Memories’ - Project manager & workshop leader, Space 109, York

· ‘Our Place’ - Woodlands & Wildlife Project, Hamsteels Primary School, Durham

2004

· ‘Sing For Your Life’ - Artistic leader - songwriting workshops for Beverley & East Riding Folk Festival

· ‘Into The Woods’ - singing, movement, music, writing workshop, Molescroft Primary School, Beverley

· ‘Minster’ Collage of Music & Dance, workshop & performance project at York Minster - Musical director

· ‘Joining The Dots’, Navigating The Music Business workshop, Musical Futures, Leeds 

2003

· Prince’s Trust ‘SoundLive’ - Music Business Workshop, Maltings Arts Centre, Berwick-Upon-Tweed

· ‘Skins & Strings’ - Songwriting & instrument workshop for all ages, Ford Castle, Berwick-Upon-Tweed

· National Youth Music Theatre - Musical Director on ‘Radical Jack’ - songwriting workshops leading to a theatre performance combining spoken dialogue, song, music and puppetry

· ‘This Village’ - Creative writing & cross-arts (art, photography, film, etc) schools workshop

· Song-suite based on several generations of my family developed as a theatre project 
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► SELECTED MUSICAL PROJECTS│COLLABORATIONS
1985-2002


The Whisky Priests

· Lead Singer, Guitar & Mandola player in Folk-Rock group founded and managed with twin brother Glenn (the “Joe Strummer & Mick Jones of Folk Music”), with a loyal cult following and international reputation

· Founded own self-financed, self-managed record label Whippet Records, commercially releasing 20 lines internationally, including 9 critically acclaimed albums of original self-composed material, including Top 5 Independent Chart success in Germany & Holland
· 1250+ live performances, 100+ festival appearances, TV & radio in 18 European countries, including:

· Headline performance to 20,000 at The Rockspektakel in Hamburg

· Support to The Rolling Stones and Bryan Adams at open-air concert in Austria to 60,000 people

· “The stars of the show” (Colin Irwin, The Guardian) at Cambridge Folk Festival, England
· Unofficially disbanded in 2002, occasionally ‘reforming’ for rare live performances

1997-2002


Miller Twins Acoustic Duo
· Numerous European tours performing a combination of Whisky Priests and unrecorded original material

2000-2002


Mad Dogs And Englishmen
· Acoustic ‘Folk Rock’ Trio with Glenn Miller (The Whisky Priests) & Joseph Porter (Blyth Power).

· CD ‘Going Down With Alice’, released to critical acclaim – plus several European Tours

2001-2007


Gary Miller & Keith Armstrong
· European Tours performing a combination of original songs and poetry about North East England, aswell as lectures, seminars, workshops and performances in universities and schools covering, for example,  British Victorian songs and poetry, the North East Victorian Pitman Poets and much, much, more

2002



Mad Martins
· Featuring Gary Miller (Vocals, Guitar, Mandolin), Glenn Miller (Accordion), Chris Ormston (Northumbrian Pipes), Keith Armstrong (Poetry & Narration)

· Show based on life and times of the Martin family of Tynedale; brothers John Martin (painter), William ('the philosophical conqueror of all mankind') and Jonathan ('the notorious incendiary of York Minster').

· 16 original songs composed by Gary Miller specifically for this project

· Premiered at Northumberland Traditional Music Festival, Queens Hall Arts Centre, Hexham, October 2002 

2005



Gary Miller (England) & Ralf Weihrauch (Germany)
· International Acoustic Folk Duo (Guitar & Accordion)

· ‘Fast & Steady’ CD & European Tour - Autumn 2005

► SELECTED SONGWRITING COMMISSIONS 
1999


A Full Head Of Steam

· Full Circle - recorded by The Whisky Priests, to appear on 'A Full Head of Steam', a high profile compilation CD featuring the “best North East of England folk artists”, marking the 'Cavalcade of Steam 2000' to celebrate the 175th Anniversary of the first passenger railway. The song was also chosen to appear on the BPI (British Phonographic Industry) Best of British 2000 CD and was performed live at a number of special events celebrating the theme of the project

2003


Hexham Riot, 1761

· 8 songs commemorating the anniversary of the Hexham Riot of 1761, performed at a special anniversary event in Hexham Market Place on 9th March 2003
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► SELECTED DISCOGRAPHY – International Commercial Releases only                                                                                       
The Whisky Priests
Albums:
· Nee Gud Luck




(1989)

Whippet
· The First Few Drops



(1991)

Whippet
· Timeless Street




(1992)

Whippet
· Bloody Well Live!



(1993)

Whippet
· The Power and the Glory


(1994)

Whippet
· The First Few Drops (special edition re-issue)
(1994)

Whippet
· Nee Gud Luck (special edition re-issue)

(1994)

Whippet
· Timeless Street (special edition re-issue)

(1994)

Whippet
· Bleeding Sketches (with Keith Armstrong)
(1995)

Whippet
· Life's Tapestry




(1996)

Whippet
· Think Positive!




(1998)

Whippet
· Live on Radio Heemskerk


(1998)

Whippet
· A Few Drops More



(1998)

Whippet
· Here Come the Ranting Lads - Live!

(1999)

Whippet
· Bloody Well Live! Special Edition (double)
(2000)

Whippet
Singles and EPs:
· The Colliery




(1987)

Teesbeat
· No Chance




(1988)

Whippet
· Grandfatha's Fatha



(1988)

Whippet
· Halcyon Days




(1989)

Whippet
· When the Wind Blows, Billy Boy

(1994)

Whippet
· Dol-Li-A




(1994)

Big Easy
Videos:
· Here Come the Ranting Lads - Live!

(1999)

Whippet 
Mad Dogs and Englishmen

· Going Down with Alice



(2000)

Whippet

Gary Miller & Ralf Weihrauch

· Fast And Steady



(2005)

Whippet

► MUSIC SOCIETY MEMBERSHIPS
· Performing Rights Society – membership no. 160092107

· Mechanical Copyright Protection Society – membership no. 160092107

· Musicians Union – membership no. 420257

· Phonographic Performance Ltd – membership no. 8478 (ID – 0101264190)

· Performing Artists Media Rights Association – membership no. 3130
· Sound Sense – membership no. 4172
· Music Leader
► SELECTED PUBLICATIONS 

2003 - ‘Songs of the Durham Coalfields’, A 10,000+ Word, 21-page article commissioned by, and published in 

‘Median und Zeit’, an academic booklet for Vienna University, Austria

2002 - ‘This Village’, poem published in ‘Our Village (Memories of The Durham Mining Communities)’
1996 - present - Gary Miller has been featured in each edition of Northern People: ‘Who’s Who In The North’
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► SELECTED MEDIA QUOTES                                                                                        
· "Gary Miller is a great songsmith, with a remarkable sense for catchy tunes and sharp lyrics. As a song poet, there are few in the world today to match him" - Green Man Review, USA 

· "Miller has the glorious knack for penning irresistible choruses and coupled with a lyrical depth beyond the norm and a strong commercial ear, his worth as a composer ought to be worth its weight in gold"
- Geoff Wall, Folk on Tap 

· "Miller actually writes great songs with words that mean something and are usually substantially rooted. His ability as a songwriter who captures folk sentiment and communal memory must now be unquestioned" - Simon Jones, Folk Roots 

· "One of the best lyricists of our time" - Backline
· "Miller has an enviable range" - Musician 

· “If you could bottle all the sweat, tears, pride and anger of a mining community of the Thatcher years you would end up with the songs of Gary Miller; forceful biting lyrics they represent the poetry of a working class morality which was destroyed for daring to say no. In years to come these songs will be documents of our social history” - Jim Hancock, Folktalk
· “A writer of cleverly composed mini-epics. Gary Miller has managed to produce some excellent images of life in the working-class North-East in the past and the present day, the main theme being the pits, their social history and humour” - Sean McGhee, Rock ‘N’ Reel

· “Cracking songs. As is often the case with Gary’s lyrics, there are some very poignant and atmospheric words that can be read on their own merit. All the songs show a good eye for gritty and earthy reality. Images, sympathies and genuine true life are painted with such a vast range of colours – why hasn’t Gary brought out a book of poetry?” - Dave W. Hughes, The Modern Dance

· “A fine songwriter, offering skilfully drawn portraits of characters and life” - Pete Fruin, Oulook

· "The quality of Gary Miller's songwriting remains (The Whisky Priests’) greatest strength”  - Taplas 

· “Displays a mastery of contemporary folk song writing equalling MacGowan and Bragg”- Gillfish, Rock ‘N’ Reel
· “Has proved himself an excellent songwriter. I would rank him along with the MacGowans and MacColls of this world. One of the best composers in British Folk Music" - Richard Lewis, Bury Times
· “The feel of Gary Miller’s lyrics carry traditional sensibilities. His original lyrics are as appealing as the melodies to which they’re set” - Al Reiss, Dirty Linen, USA
· “Songwriter poet Gary Miller magnificently continues the tradition of writing about mining life as exemplified by Tommy Armstrong (1848-1919). I’ve described Gary as a poet because that’s the way his lyrics are developing - words with powerful imagery by a powerful wordsmith. (He) has the ability to draw on aspects of his own experience and adapt and develop these into strong story lines - these are songs to identify with. His eloquent and impassioned delivery of his own powerful songs speaks to the lost innocent in us all.  I’d like to hear a range of singers tackling Gary’s great songs” - Jenny Coxon, Folk Buzz

· “Gary Miller is notable for his skill not only as an excellent wordsmith but also his ability to write downright catchy tunes” - Alan Hibbert, Folk In Kent
· “His clever lyrics show that no matter the subject if you write good lyrics it'll be a good song” - Rhythm and Booze
· “The songs of Gary Miller are modern folk music, no less” - Brian Hinton, Folk On Tap

► SELECTED COMMUNITY PROJECT PARTICIPANT QUOTES                                                                                        
· “The project has been a great opportunity to discover other people’s hidden talents, also to talk about our experiences during the War. The music has been an inspiration too and Gary has worked very hard to make it a success.” - Betty Macdonald, Age 90, ‘Walmgate Memories’, York 

· “The project has been very enjoyable and we have learnt such a lot. I really have enjoyed my Wednesday afternoons. Thank you Gary.” - Mary Bennison, ‘Walmgate Memories’, York

· “I think it’s a great idea to bring people together and share their ideas about the past… what we’ve done is going to help the younger generation.” - David Livingstone, ‘Walmgate Memories’, York 

· “I have enjoyed these weekly sessions, the most positive thing I found was the interesting memories my neighbours shared. I look at them all in a new light now.” - Retta Jerram, ‘Walmgate Memories’, York

· “My family think it’s great. They didn’t think I had it in me to write poetry but this project’s shown that I can. I think it’s wonderful what you’ve done Gary, to put all of our stories into these songs. I’ve got a poem called ‘Autumn Glories’ and it’s going to be published in the New Year by The Creative Touch…  all through you starting me off on that road. You’ve done a good job on me. So you see, you sow little seeds and out of little acorns comes big trees.” - Barbara Pettit, ‘Walmgate Memories’, York

· “I’m absolutely delighted with (my song). I’m so pleased that I’m recording another of my songs that will be entered for the BBC radio 2 song contest and I’m also writing a musical for the professional stage. So you see, the workshop really did inspire me.” - Chris Green, ‘Sing For Your Life’, Beverley

· “Lots of fun and laughter; I really enjoyed your songs… hope you will come again. More please.” - Audrey Eleanor Green, ‘Memories In Song’, Hull

· “It’s been great, thanks. Come again… it’s been lovely.” - Rose Crittenden, ‘Memories In Song’, Hull

· “A great time had by all, sorry it’s all over.” - Shirley Booth, ‘Memories In Song’, Hull

· So uplifting, a great experience, bright ideas, most enjoyable.” - Bernard Palmer, ‘Memories In Song’

· “Inspiring, thought provoking… can we have more of the same? - Betty Barber, ‘Memories In Song’

· “Thanks for everything, it’s been SO great. Thank you so much for help with my song.” - Rachel Murphy, age 17, National Youth Music Theatre, Durham

· “Gary, you are an absolute legend! Thanks for all your hard work and helping us put on such a BRILL show.” - Amy Suzanne Larcombe, age 15, National Youth Music Theatre, Durham

· “Thanks a lot for being such a star with all of us and for getting my song in the show.” - Emily Thompson-Worrell, age 13, National Youth Music Theatre, Durham

·  “Gary, the week wouldn’t have been half as good without you – you’re a star!” - Claire Kilbride, age 16, National Youth Music Theatre, Durham

· “Gary - thanks for helping us out, we couldn’t have done it without you! I’ve had a great time, you’re an absolute legend.” - Elizabeth Griffiths, age 17, National Youth Music Theatre, Durham

· “Hey Gary, thanks so much. You’ve shown me so much.” - Francesca Salt, age 15, NYMT, Durham

· “Gary, you kick ass! I had a great time. I think this has been a great experience for everyone! You made it really special and I loved it all.” - Alyson McKenchie, age 14, NYMT, Durham

·  “Gary, you have made this SO fun. Thanks for everything.” - Sophie Elizabeth Forest, age 14, NYMT, 
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► PROFILE (extensive version) 
I have been proactively involved in the arts for the whole of my working life, building a track record and portfolio, which testify to my extensive knowledge and experience.

While studying for my ‘A’ Levels towards a place at University, I took the bold step of embarking on a career in the arts with no prior experience in the field because I believed so passionately in my goals and the strength of my own creativity. I never looked back and in the last 20 years, with dedication, confidence and self-belief, I have forged a successful and varied career facing many challenges and many odds along the way.

I began my career in music by founding, in collaboration with my twin brother, a Folk-Rock music group called The Whisky Priests, both highly inventive but heavily influenced by our local County Durham roots. From humble beginnings but with ambition, self-belief and a long-term vision we developed our project into a music business partnership, which the two of us ran successfully for 17 years, employing musicians, sound engineers and road crew (our own “cottage industry!”). Through our own self-management, my brother and I took the Whisky Priests to international heights, with a cult following and respect in the music business. We founded and managed our own record label, Whippet Records, commercially releasing 20 separate recordings internationally, including 9 critically acclaimed albums of original self-composed material, including Top 5 Independent Chart Hits in Germany & Holland (see attached discography). Networking internationally with promoters and agents the band toured extensively performing over 1250 concerts in 18 different countries, including about 100 major festival appearances, TV & radio.

“A Whisky Priests show is the sort of stuff to make your hair curl; honest, earthy, loud, raucous and tremendously uplifting.” Folk Roots Magazine

“They are as unique as a band who are truly unique can be – you’ll never see another live band to touch them.” Manchester Evening News

“Live the band is in energetic form, full of atmosphere and inspired.” (Oor Pop Encyclopedia, Holland)

I was also responsible for promoting the band and business via press releases, newsletters, brochures and a professional website.

Throughout this time, I gained a solid international reputation and many media plaudits for the quality of my songwriting (see attached list of quotes). Through my creativity I observed, portrayed, and gained a deep insight into local communities and ordinary people’s lives. This prepared me for my later community work and various songwriting commissions.

Over the years, I built up a considerable network of international arts contacts and have been used to working with a full range of international media contacts. I am well accustommed to presenting a “public face”, meeting people, promoting and encouraging the arts, through my work. I have given countless media interviews and performances over the years, appearing on TV, Radio and in print on a worldwide basis many times.

During my time at Adastra, the UK’s leading Folk, Blues & World Music Agency, in 2003-4, I worked as part of a small close-knit team but with my own individual responsibilities and workload. I was sole agent responsible for approximately 15-20 top international Folk, Blues and World Music artists, including Martin Simpson, Aly Bain & Phil Cunningham, Blazin’ Fiddles, and Danu, amongst others. In addition to securing work via telephone and email, dealing with some of the top artists and promoters in the field, I wrote press releases and brochures and carried out a huge amount of promotional work. I worked long hours, including evenings and many weekends promoting and representing my roster of artists, attending concerts, festivals, trade fairs, awards ceremonies and other major networking events throughout the UK. At official invitation, I attended, for example, the 2004 Folk Music Awards in London, representing winners Danu (Best Group and Best Original Song) & Martin Simpson (Musician of The Year). I sought out and developed new talent, such as Poland’s Warsaw Village Band, arranging their hugely successful debut UK tour and accompanying them to the 2004 World Music Awards in Edinburgh where they won the ‘Best Newcomer’ Award. I was also in attendance as a music business delegate at the 2004 Celtic Connections Festival in Glasgow, representing six of the acts on the bill.

Through Adastra, I was also heavily involved in the organizing and running of Beverley Folk Festival, including setting up and running workshops, booking acts, etc.

Throughout my career I have been involved in the instigation of numerous long-term arts projects from scratch. Aswell as The Whisky Priests and Whippet Records, for example, I was a key member of the 5-person executive committee that established Space 109, a new Arts & Community Centre in the centre of York in 2005, which launched with my own project, plus I was part of the initial 4-person partnership which developed a new community arts organization in the Hull region in 2004, which became HumberSound.

In the last four years I have worked continuously as a freelance community musician, leading, managing and delivering a wide variety of projects at a wide variety of venues including schools, colleges, community centres, at festivals, etc. These projects have covered such topics as conservationism, family history, local history and geography, wartime and childhood memories, local myths and legends, historical characters and more. I have collaborated with poets, dancers, puppeteers, playwrights, theatre producers, etc, to a full range of participants of all ages and backgrounds from 5 years to 90 years. I passionately believe that everyone is capable of creativity and that creative artistic opportunities should be available to all. My community arts networking has involved me with such UK organizations as Folkworks at the Sage in Gateshead, Melting Pot Arts in Darlington, SoundLincs in Lincoln, The Firebird Trust in Lincolnshire, Age Concern, the Youth Music Action Zone and the National Youth Music Theatre.

In the meantime, I have also kept active as a performing, recording and travelling musician, including projects with an accordion player from Germany, schools and universities lectures, seminars, workshops and shows in Europe, plus I was a member of Beverley Community Choir. I am currently collaborating on a project about Hexham poet Wilfred Gibson aswell as updating my 2002 Mad Martins project, about the (in-)famous Martin brothers of Northumberland, as a theatre show.

Tutoring at York College in music and the entertainment business has furthered my experience and development in the arts, encouraging teenage students and nurturing potential future careers in music and the performing arts. This has involved devising strategies and intensive planning, aswell as out of hours voluntary work and a lot of team work, in addition to preparing lesson plans, workshops and events in isolation.

In the two years I have been living in York, I have also been actively involved in setting up a number of community projects, including some for York City Council. I also work voluntarily on a weekly basis with an over 60’s group, encouraging their participation in the arts. I have enabled some of these participants to have their poetry professionally published, to have their art publicly exhibited, and to give public performances of their work.

REFEREES

Mr. Rob Parker

Music Technology Department

York College of Further Education

Tadcaster Road

York

YO24 1UA

Tel: 01904 770280

Email: rparker@yorkcollege.ac.uk

(Music Tutor, York College)

Ms. Joanne Pullar

Director / Chair

Space 109

C/o 9 Rosemary Court

Navigation Road

York

YO1 9UQ

Tel: 01904 670169

Mobile: 07960 329286

Email: jo_space109@hotmail.com

Ms. Sally Gould

Projects Director

Age Concern

Bradbury House

Porter Street

Off Anlaby Road

Hull

HU1 2RH

Tel: 01482 324644

Email: sgould@ageconcern.hull.org

Mrs. Janine Boczko

New Horizons coordinator

Age Concern

Bradbury House

Porter Street

Off Anlaby Road

Hull

HU1 2RH

Tel: 01482 591543

Mobile: 01764 503841

Email: jboczko@ageconcern.hull.org

Ms. Sibyl Burgess

The Firebird Trust

Wellingore Hall

Wellingore

Lincoln

LN5 0HX

Email 1: sibyl.firebird@pop3.poptel.org.uk

Email 2: sibyl.burgess@tiscali.co.uk

Ms. Rosie Brown

Continuing Professional Development

Coach Mentor

C/o The Firebird Trust

Mobile: 07932 923167

Email: Rosiebrown99@hotmail.com

Ms. Melanie Moon

Freelance Dancer & Choreographer

19 Severn Green

Poppleton

York

YO26 6RE

Mobile: 07879 678169

Email: melimoon@hotmail.com

(Director of “York Minster Collaboration” for which I was Musical Director)

Mrs. Clare Prenton

Freelance Theatre Director

2F2, 7 Comely Bank Grove

Edinburgh

EH4 1AY

Mobile: 07887 932588

Email: claremprenton@hotmail.com

(Director of “Radical Jack” National Youth Music Theatre project for which I was Musical Director)

Mr. Keith Armstrong

Freelance Poet, Writer & Editor

Northern Voices

93 Woodburn Square

Whitley Lodge

Whitley Bay

Tyne & Wear

NE26 3JD

Tel: 0191 2529531

Mobile: 07950 644633

Email: keitharmstrongnv@aol.com

(Collaborator in various musical & arts-based projects)







